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The mission of the American Business Women’s Association is to bring together businesswomen of diverse
occupations and to provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally and
professionally through leadership, education, networking support, and national recognition.
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WEWEN Core Values

Front Row: Carol Brace, Melissa Rotholz,
Lindsey Chapman, 2nd Row: Liz Hale,
Sherry Waller, Anya Lucas, Kelli
Seyedain, Kaley Frye

IGNITE YOUR DREAMS WITH WEWEN ABWA
WEWEN 2018 Vision Statement: To be a diverse group of innovative leaders that encourages members through
relevant education, involvement, and recognition, which provides personal and professional growth, resulting in
lasting change in the community.

WEWEN NEWSLETTER- October 2018 Vol. 3, Issue 1

WEWEN 2018-2019 President Melissa Rotholz

LETTER
FROM THE
PRESIDENT
What a wonderful start to the 2018-2019 year! The new Board of Directors began work in August with
the goal of placing YOU front and center in WEWEN. Our hope is that YOU (and all that you aspire to be) is supported,
encouraged, and celebrated this year. This is your time to shine and truly live the current ABWA theme of Be Brave, Be
Bold, Be You. New committees have been formed, new events planned, new speakers booked, and new processes set in
place to ensure WEWEN provides varied and helpful programming, resources, and opportunities to connect, learn, and
grow again this year.
You may have noticed a few updates to our luncheons – members sharing different parts of the agenda, Shout Outs
highlighting member accomplishments, gratitude, and events, three Business in the Spotlight (BITS) presentations, the
focus on our vision and mission, the opportunity to be the Member of the Month by inviting a guest, scholarship
presentations, and even less paper on the tables – all in an effort to better support you and your goals. This is YOUR
WEWEN and YOU make it the place to be!
I encourage you to set BIG GOALS this year and make a conscious decision about how WEWEN can help you reach
those goals. Whether your goals include growing your business, strengthening your personal and working relationships,
learning new methods and tools, practicing new skills, finding new ways to lead and inspire, or achieving local or national
recognition, you can do all of this and more in WEWEN. Share your goals with your mentor, your #bizfriends, and other
WEWEN members. Define them, claim them, speak life into them, and GO GET THEM. We can’t wait to celebrate your
success!
We have several opportunities to connect with current members and to share WEWEN with others coming up this fall.
Make plans to attend the next New Member Orientation, New Member Happy Hour, Networking Breakfast, FHPW
meeting, HAC meeting, and Holiday Social. Invite others to join you so they too can enjoy the benefits of WEWEN. Details
will be listed under Events on wewen.org as they become available.
I can’t think of a better way to end this letter than with a few Shout Outs! To the committee chairs and committee members
– Thank you for ensuring that WEWEN luncheons, events, initiatives, and processes not only function, but thrive and grow.
To the WEWEN Board of Directors - Carol, Anya, Kelli, Sherry, Kaley, Liz, and Lindsey –Thank you for your commitment
to ABWA, your servant leader hearts, your talents, and your desire to empower women. You are all rock stars!!! To all of
WEWEN – Thank you for the opportunity to lead this wonderful organization this year. It is truly an honor to serve you and
I hope to make you proud. Please reach out whenever you have suggestions or feedback. Together…WEWEN!
All my best,
Melissa Rotholz
president@wewen.org
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November Speaker - Maritza Ortega

THANK YOU WEWEN
SPEAKERS!
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December Speaker - Mark Miller

Future Speakers & Topics
November 7, 2018 Maritza Ortega - "Public Speaking"
Maritza Ortega is the owner of Maritza Ortega and Co. She is a professional home stager and
instructor and is a member of Home Staging and Redesign Association (HSRA). She earned the
HSRA Top Occupied Stage of the Year in 2016-2017. She is also a Buyer Trend Specialist (BTS).
Maritza will talk about becoming a confident public speaker who can market your services and
position yourself as an expert in your field.
December 5, 2018 Mark Miller - "Sales and Going for No"
Mark Miller has spent his career working in the field of sales and sales consulting. Mark founded
Strategies for Success, a consulting firm that mentors and coaches their clients to meet and exceed
their sales goals. Since starting Strategies for Success , he has worked with countless individuals,
companies, and organizations to help them bust through glass ceilings and exceed their sales
number limitations.

ABWA's Proud Code of Conduct
1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business Women’s Association.
2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to interfere with the representation of ABWA’s
mission.
3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect,
fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith.
4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.
5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal interests.
6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions by maintaining and enhancing their own business
knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other members.
Page 4

WEWEN Empowers Women!
Demethra Orion
awarded a
WEWEN $500 scholarship
to
Leadership North Houston

A new league,
ABWA-Innovative Women in
Businesses,
awarded $1300
start up sponsorship
by WEWEN

INTERESTED IN HELPING WEWEN WRITE
MORE CHECKS LIKE THESE?
Advertise in this newsletter!
Contact communications@wewen.org
for details
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2018-1029 HAC
Board
Ro 'Vin Garrett president
Emily Glass
(WEWEN) Technology Chair

HAC
HAC DELEGATE REPORT
WRITTEN BY MELISSA ROTHOLZ - WEWEN PRESIDENT
October 25, 2018
5:30-7:30 PM
Norris Conference Centers Elm Room

.

The quarterly event began with open networking and vendors from 5:30-6pm. Outgoing President
Nicole Rincones opened the meeting at 6pm with invocation, pledge, and ABWA mission statement.
First time attendees and guests were introduced.
Tracie James then presented “Zero In On Your Best Leadership Strategy”. Tracie is a leadership
strategist, speaker, and author. Her main goal is to educate, develop, and encourage leaders. She
utilizes her expertise to help corporations, nonprofits, and education programs. Her presentation offered
three main insights: to find your lane and stay there (play to your strengths), build relationships
(show compassion and offer advice), and to not settle (reach for more and be confident).
For the business meeting portion of the event, delegate roll call was taken and 3rd quarter meeting
minutes were approved. Incoming President Ro’Vin Garrett presented a National Conference Recap and
encouraged everyone to attend the 2019 National Conference in Kansas City. The 2019 Officers and
Committee Chairs were installed including WEWEN member Emily Glass as Technology Chair. ABWA
Bryan/College Station received an Excellence in Achievement Award for fundraising events that allowed
for partial reimbursement for national conference.
Presidents and delegates are encouraged to bring league information (meeting brochures and event
flyers) for a new display table at upcoming meetings. Upcoming events include:
HAC Holiday Mixer (date tbd) and HAC Quarterly Meeting (January 24, 2019). Registration will be online
at abwahouston.org.
ABWA Bryan/College Station invited everyone to Dream It…Dare to Do It Signature Event on February
23, 2019. Tickets online at bit.ly/NCSABWATickets
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As WEWEN sisters we try to afford as many
networking and social opportunities for our
members so that we can get the full value out of
our membership and build lasting true
friendships that will continue through our lives.
Sign up for all WEWEN Member Events at
www.wewen.org/events
NOBEMBER

WEWEN
MEMBER
EVENTS

LUNCHEON

November 7, 2018
11:30 - 1:00 pm
Details and RSVP at wewen.org

TACO

TUESDAY

November 13, 2018
6:00 pm
Juanita's
Detials and RSVP at wewen.org

WEWEN NEW MEMBER
ORIENTATION
November 14, 2018
11:30 - 1:00 pm
Soto's Cantina
Detials and RSVP at wewen.org

WEWEN
PARTY

HOLIDAY

November 30, 2018
7:00 - 10:00 pm
Details and RSVP at wewen.org

DECEMBER

LUNCHEON

December 5, 2018
11:30 - 1:00 pm
Details and RSVP at wewen.org
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Well Done!

CAROL
BRACE
DVPII Candidate 2018
You are awesome!!!

Melissa Rotholz

Who is the
lady in red!
Federation of Houston
Professional Women
Woman of Excellence 2018
EST. 2018

BEST PRACTICES
LEVEL 1 AWARD
Lovely Ladies in Blue Take the
Prize!

Page 9

WEWEN

WON

The WEWEN Newsletter

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to WEWEN

DANIELA ARGUETA
EMILY GLASS
MARY HAMALA
MARY PAPPGEORGE
SHERRIE PASSAMORE
JOANNA SANCHEZ
SELINA SCHEID

BUSINESS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Christy Stratton

Lindsey Chapman
Joan Deasy

Congratulations to Dawna
for being a finalist for Home
Based Business of the Year!

Vita Bario

Jane Summa
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FEDERATION OF HOUSTON PROFESSIONAL
WOMEN DELEGATE REPORT
WRITTEN

BY

CAROL

BRACE

FHPW October Quarterly Event
5:30 - 8:00 pm October 22, 2018
The Norris Conference Center at City Centre 816 Town & Country Blvd., Houston, TX 77024
On October 22, 2019 the Federation of Houston Professional Women, in accordance with the
bylaws, were presented with a new slate of officers for the 2019 year vote and unanimously the
following ladies were elected: President Liz Cloud, Texas Executive Women President-Elect Jill
Almaguer, Society of Women Engineers Vice President Debra Dunn-Kurzadkowski, Council of
Business Women Administrative Secretary Donna Mitchell, Epsilon Chi Chapter of lota Phi
Lambda Sorority Inc. Recording Secretary Cindy Mitchell, Professional Women's Breakfast
Club Treasurer Violeta Vasquez, HCC, Association of Women in Academia Immediate Past
President Gail Prather, Memorial Business Network
Upon completion of business our guest speaker, Beth Guide from SE0411.com, educated all
on "What Your Business Needs for Digital Marketing". SEO 411 is a leading provider of search
engine optimization and internet marketing services, including organic results as well as social
media and pay-per-click options.
Upcoming Educational Event:
Wednesday, November 14, 2018, 11:30AM -1:30 PM, at the Norris Conference Center
"Cyber security best practices/mitigation strategies, threats, recent trends about identity and
cyber scam, FBI Cyber efforts, and sharing".
The cost is $20 and you can register online https://form.jotform.com/fhpw/cybersecurityseminar
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ONGOING
EVENTS

WEWEN Members also have a vast array of social and
networking opportunities outside of WEWEN that are available to
them throughout the month.
Make sure to take advantage of these opportunities each month
to get the most out of your membership with ABWA.

CYFEN-ABWA
Our sister chapter meets the fourth Thursday of each
month.-$30
16500 Houston National Blvd
Houston TX 77095
www.cyfen.org

UPEN-ABWA
Our sister student chapter meets the second Friday of each
month.
LSC- University Park West Dining Room

HAC

QUARTERLY

MEETING

The mission of the Houston Area Council of ABWA is to promote
involvement among participating Chapters and Express
Networks, and to provide opportunities for combined activities to
enhance our membership, to publicize ABWA and to promote
education within our community.- $38
The fourth Thursday of each quarter January, April, July,
October, and a Holiday Mixer in December.
Norris Center
816 Town & Country Blvd. St 201
Houston TX 77024
www.abwahouston.org

FHPW

QUARTERLY

MEETING

The mission of the Federation of Houston Professional Women is
uniting women from divers member organizations to enrich
personal and professional relationships and expand leadership,
partnership , and educational opportunities.- $35
The fourth Monday of each quarter January, April, July, and
October.
Norris Center
816 Town & Country Blvd. St 201
Houston TX 77024
www.fhpw.org

HOUSTON NORTHWEST
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Community Breakfast, Lunches, and Networking Meetings
throughout the month.
www.houstonnwchanber.org

GREATER TOMBALL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Community Breakfast, Lunches, and Networking Meetings
throughout the month.
www.tomballchamber.org
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2018 National Conference Report
Julizza Gomez (Holub), WEWEN member, NW Houston
This was my first conference to attend. As a new-timer, I wasn’t sure what to expect, so I kept asking
around beforehand to gather as much information as possible about why they loved conference so
much. I specifically asked my new friend and fellow WEWEN member, Anya Lucas, because she
exuded so much JOY about conference. As the days drew nearer, Anya got more and more excited,
and I wanted to know why. She mentioned the camaraderie I would soon feel, the excitement of
watching our fellow sisters gain new heights, cheer them on for accomplishments, and bond together
as women in business, each with our own personal and unique journeys. She mentioned how we
would be able to support one another while there, how I would finally be able to take time away from
my everyday life to grow myself, and how enjoyable it would be for me to focus on me for just a few
days. She mentioned how exciting it was to have someone from our chapter running for Disctrict VP,
Carol Brace, which we had never had before.
Everything Anya said was true. I am not they type of woman who has a lot of girlfriends. In fact, the
WEWEN sisterhood is my first experience. Since my life experiences in sports, engineering,
mathematics, and now the business of photography have always put me around men, I have always
been a guy’s gal. I joined WEWEN because I believe in women empowerment and I believe we can
achieve the same heights as men do, while still being uniquely graceful women, as God created us
to be. I also wanted to be around strong women like myself, who are attempting to grow themselves
and be an example to our daughters. That has been my anthem for the last four years, and joining
ABWA and WEWEN only approximately 12 months ago has added insight to that purpose.
The first night of conference, I saw people “graduating” from levels. I wasn’t quite sure what the
tracks meant, why I would sign up for a certain track, or what the classes were about. But I saw the
graduation, the smiling faces, and I was happy to cheer on the graduates in our chapter, Anya
Lucas, and Melanie Hugele.
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That night I also got to see my cousin that I had not seen or visited with in years. Her name is
Sandra De La Garza, from Victoria, Texas, and I was very happy to connect with her. She introduced
me to her friends at her table and I felt very welcome. Carol Brace also introduced me to many
people as well, and everyone was very kind and welcoming. We listened to a singing group and
danced together.
The second day, Carol got to make her speech, and I got to listen to the platforms of all the
candidates. I thought it was interesting how many candidates spoke passionately about their new
ideas they planned to bring to the organization if elected. I had never been a part of a group that
held elected candidates, and I perceived that perhaps those women who choose to become officials
were doing so for personal growth, which is admirable. I got to meet some candidates, take pictures
with a few, and also got inspired by some of their platforms. Throughout the days there, I sensed that
the offices were the highlight of the conference.
I got to go to my class, which was extremely professional and college-related material. I was able to
follow the professor, and was engaged, and as a math major, the math and lesson on probability was
refreshing. It was my element, and just like any language, I realized that I’m not using it to the
potential I used to, and had forgotten some things. But, I also remembered a lot, and got joy out of
using that side of my brain again. Throughout the week, the professor helped us see probability and
statistics as related to investments, which linked back to the ideology of Six Sigma. Six Sigma was a
term I had not known before I arrived. In fact, this term was something my business needed to
understand, and the professor was extremely knowledgeable and presented it beautifully. I was able
to come away with new knowledge for my business, and even made a huge personal discovery
about not only the failure of the system I had in place, but the outlook of the purpose of my business
with this class. On the last day, I called home to a friend to discuss my findings, tears were shed,
choices were made, and together we celebrated my renewal. This, along with the bonds of friendship
with Anya Lucas, Melissa Rothholz, Melanie Hugele, Carol Brace, Lindsey Meadows, and Darlene
Hajduk was the best part of the conference for me.
I also enjoyed dressing up for the Best Practices Award, which, of course, I was clueless about. I did
ask questions, and got a lot of answers, and was happy to be welcomed with my group onto the
stage and see all of the beautiful gowns and accessories the women had. It was an elegant night,
which is rare in my line of work, and a break from the norm. I enjoyed it. We went out that night and
ate a nice dinner, and I got to take pictures with my cousin.
My roommate was Carol Brace, and I flew in and out from Houston to Atlanta alongside Melanie
Hugele. I am looking forward to learning more next year!
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Editor's Tricks and Treats!
Welcome to a little Halloween surprise from your new editor! I met with a few
surprises in getting this newsletter pulled together for the quarter, and with Anya's
help, all is well. There are a few tricks to making it simple. Now, as promised as the
last meeting, here are two tricks for you!
1) Find and list all of the acronyms in this newsletter. In an age of quick
communication, we take these for granted, at times.
2) A riddle: Part of this lady's name is the same as the color she wears in five photos
in this newsletter. Who is she and what is the color?
You can answer one, two, or none of these tricky questions. If you choose to do so,
send me your answers in an email. Those who do will be entered into a drawing for a
free personal development assessment worth $100 along with one complimentary
coaching session from me on the results.
Send your answers to kdarbylee@gmail.com before the November luncheon meeting
on November 7, 2018.

2018-2019 WEWEN Board
President - Melissa Rotholz, Shield Bearer
President-Elect - Lindsey Meadows, Meadows Resources
Past President- Carol Brace, University of Houston Downtown UP
VP of Communication - Anya Lucas, Lucas Auto Care
VP of Finance - Kaley Frye, Northwest Houston Chamber of Commerce
VP of Membership - Sherry Waller, Pampered Chef & Carrie Morrison
VP of Marketing/Public Relations - Kelli Seyedain, KM Interiors
VP of Programming – Liz Hale, Cake Fine Pastry

